MARIA   THERESA   OF   AUSTRIA     103

are emphasised in many of the accounts of her life.
Other historians admire the clever appeal she consciously
made to the Hungarians by her " womanliness/'
Actually, of course, she probably regretted her tears and
her lack of self-control, for already she was too self-
assured to have stooped to exhibitionist methods. She
was growing essentially hard, and though hard people
are often sentimental, she was never the type of woman
who unintentionally displayed the softer side of her
nature.

While she was in Pressburg, she heard about the
alliance against her concluded between France and
Prussia. This news was a severe shock to her. Sir
Thomas Robinson, who was genuinely attached to her,
had the painful task of telling her about this alliance.

She was playing cards with some of her courtiers
when Robinson was announced. No matter how great
were her anxieties, she tried to conceal them in the
evening, for Francis liked a gay social life; it bored
him when she retired to her study after dinner. And as
she was disappointing him in his desire for political
influence, she yielded to his personal wishes more sub-
missively than she had done before she came to the
throne. In the intimacy of their home life she was an
obedient wife. She never forgot wifely responsibilities.
To please Francis she even allowed the windows to be
closed in her room, though when she was alone, in winter
or in summer, she always ordered the windows to be
left wide open.

On this particular evening Robinson asked for
Francis, saying that he did not want to interrupt the
Queen's game of cards.

" I had hardly begun to acquaint His Highness in a
few words that all was near lost/' Robinson wrote to